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About Descants

A descant is a counter melody written above the
original melody. Its main purpose is to enhance the
original melody without overpowering it. It heightens the
effectiveness of the worship experience by adding a
sense of climax and joy to the hymn,

Above all remember that a descant is an aid to the
worship experience and is never to be used as a "holier-
than-thou" stunt.

It is most effective when used with the last stanza
where it provides a suitable climax; typically not used on
the first stanza.

In a choir the sopranos typically sing the
descant. However, it may be more effective if sung using
the syllable "Ah" as this can create a sustained, soaring
effect. The descant can also be sung by a solo voice
against the chorus or played via instrumentation (flute or
trumpet or organ, for example).

Always remember that the descant tune should be

subservient to the original tune.

Descants are written for hymns from
the following books as noted:

RED BOOK:

The Hymn Book of the
ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA
and the
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA (1971)

BLUE BOOK:
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAISE
ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA (1938)

Notes
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J. Robert Rix 1933-2010

J. ROBERT “BOB” RIX was born and raised
in the Brampton area where he attended
elementary and high school. He held degrees
in music from the University of Toronto. His
career was as a high school teacher, and he

was a church organist since the age of twelve.

He resided in Wiarton, Ontario, conducted
the Saugeen Bach Chamber Choir and was
organist at St. Thomas Anglican Church,
Owen Sound.

Robert “Bob” Rix died September 19, 2010
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Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
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Rejoice, the Lord Is King
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Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty
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All Glbry, Laud and Honour
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Away in a Mangei‘
)LSCANT CRADLE SONG #419 RED BOOK, VERSE 3
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Bright the Vision That Delighted
JESCANT: REDHEAD #43 RED BOOK; #369 BLUE BOOK: VERSE 6
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On Jordan's Bank, the Baptist's Cry

- - . #391 RED BOOK, VERSE 5

g e —| f T I - — ]
EEE St aeaaa s S Sl S
All Praise E - ter - nal Son to thee whose
0| | D o
) ) A r_J 1 T = E T
e ————— > 1
1 = T T | ™ |
AN1V4 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 1 I 1 l 1
) I — ¢ T f ; T I

Ad - vent doth thy peo - ple free, whom_ with the Fa- the1

e —— A
> | ] 1 1 T ] KV i |
Py I T I Il & r ) | B 8 > y 2 I |
—t—o—* T

AN1VA T I 1 1o T

o ' ! 1 T
we a - dore and Ho - ly Ghost__ for e - ver more.
— X\
O Worship the King
DESC%]JT: HANOVER . #27 RED BOOK; #360 BLUE BOOK VERSES4&6
=y e A
o : ® | f * :
4.Thy  boun-ti - ful care__ what tongue can re-
6.0 meas-ure - less might, in - eff - a - ble
9 4 = T f i\ T T o (o y | |
= e —
.J I | } % 5 1 1 1
cite? It breathes in, the__ air, It shines in the
Love, while an - gels de - light to hymn thee a-
£ . f—r—rt | :
Ly e ]
oJ ) I f — [ —

I
light; It streams from the__ hills, it de - scends to the____
bove, the hum - bler cre_ a - tion though  fee - ble their__

9” = - T T ™ oy

e e e ——
B | e e e e s

oJ | el i ' [ T | T [

plain, and sweet-ly__dis - tils in the dew and the rain.

lays, with true a - dor - a ~tion shall sing to thy praise.

11



O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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Once in Royal David's City
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Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
DESCANT: WESTMINSTER ABBEY #145 RED BOOK, VERSE 4
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Christ Whose Glory Fills t};e Skies
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Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Come Ye Thankful People Come (Harvest Home)
DESCANT: ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR #384 RED BOOK, VERSE 4
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Let There Be Light
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Let Us With a Gladsome Mind
#28 RED BOOK, VERSE 6

DESCANT: MONKLAND #)Q’)KBLUE BOOK, VERSE 5
= N :

)
P’ AN | 2 /) = F [ N I .4 [ A ]
P < I W 1 <t L | - = s S ') 1 1 1
o WL I/ = ool T T T L8 SR ¥ | T T |
AN1V o i LS 'l L =0 (RRSSs S R 4¥ I ~ 2 1
Let wus with a glad -some  mind__ Praise the

g
it
tt:[
I
T

PY) I 1 "
Lord is___ kind for his mer - cies aye en - dure__
0 T S TN — ‘
A — B s
e : e |
=t I B r 7 L S — !
ev ver___ faith __ ful ___ V—0 € sure.
A —P—f—T T =  — — @ i |
Fan WA el 1 T ) L 1— 1 tha 1 T i |
1 T ll = 11 |




Christ the Lord Is Risen Today , Earth Has Many a Noble City
#431 RED BOOK VERSE 5;

o . s DESCANT:
DESCANT: LLANEAIR Alleluias only #466 RED BOOK WD STUTTaaRT #94 BLUE BOOK, VERSE 5
= —r e e r = i e —F—*F7 —
:@ﬂ } 1% i '___, 1 +] 1 i | A\JL s 3 : I I Lo A T } i 1 T —
A le lu ial Je - su(s)— whom_ the Gen - tiles wor _shipped
Poil e P —— . — .
T f—r —r— r e ! e ? = =g ——— |
}._Jl[ ! i & r 1 1 L1 ! i ] | U T + T
A le lu ia! at thy glad E - pi - pha_ y
9 g 2 . ) #1 1 { t T T | ]
= = E £ E =S —
¢ IA le - u - - - ial Un - to thee with___ God the Fa - ther
P et s PN T : ! — — -
S = ———ia— ] e f
\dll ! ) ¢ s € T B B | g i 11 'J 11
A le lu ial and___ the____ spi— rit glo - ry be
— A\
— N\
Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun For All the Saints
DESCANT: DUKE STREET #164 RED BOOK, VERSE 4; DESCANT: NOMINE #501 REDBOOK, VERSES 3 & 7
r . #3838 BLUE BOOK, VERSE 4 Y ———p .
(e £ ey | e+ Eamewe e
J L A — - B i b i J 3.0 may thy sol______ diers faith - ful froe ahd
Bt G = By TREIE w T e s BTG 7.But lo there breaks a yet more glor__ ious
—— e ——
04 i “ 4 T ﬁl‘ ol T |
e ] e s e e e e e e e
J H et " - King: J " hold__ fight as the saints who no - bly fought of
Wsmmmmmee I3 . Wl ng; day the sai - nts tri - um - - - phant rise in bright ar-
R ) -
N4 p— | AN i P e i . : .
R e e s = = - ———C=———= E=raf
o A'm - els - de- d il ! L J “old and_ win__ with_ them the vic-tor's crown of —
g St WY songs i S ray__  the King__ of glo - ry pass-es on  his__
% ke
04 1 14 N 4 a a a4\ = ol 1)
Lot =l £ S=== A e e e e
5 ] , ] ] i i f 5 ! : -
and earth re - peat the loud A - men. gold ~ A le_ lu__ in, i e .
way. A . lée. lu... 1a, a le lu_ ja.



Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding
DESCANT: STUTTGART

#63 BLUE BOOK, VERSE 5
R e = ——
= —r——— ! i fi' = ]
5.Hon - nour glo__ ry might and bless_ ing
TN TN
r | —e f ” 77 —]
S 1 1 — e 1 —
Py) f ¥ 1
To_____ the Fa - ther and the___  son,
o) I | ey
o o 2 —% =r e o > =
')V 1 1 1 i } - |
with the e - ver last - ing spi - rit
N s T T | S
= ; ! ' P —— 1
S : H
while _ e ter nal a - ges run
—_—
Holy, Holy Holy
DES(/ILANT: NICAEA #50 RED BOOK, VERSE 4
| + 5 (>
e P
AJL ~ ':l i 1 411 1 ; 1 II 'I: 1
Ho - ly, Ho - ly, Ho__ ly____ Lord__ God al-
9[{! In/\lj T 17 ey 1 Il 1|
Gyt l————=o te—p——F % —|
J l- > 1 i } 1 ! 1 — L i i 1
migh - ty! All  thy works shall  praise thy name in
01 T .
e e e e o e e s
GRS = : H— ]
e
ecarth and sky and sea. Ho - ly, Ho - ly,
9 R i 7z — T = 77 o |In/-\19 7z |
et Rl
B3] : - '
Ho___ ly Mer - ci - ful and  Migh_ ty
D1 P ; S A - F n
p' ) 72 i b I 2| T 1. | o
foyPh—t- o ] 1 ey I  — —
\tjll 1 — i I T lI X I } 1 1 1 1
Go~d in three per_ sons___ Bles-sed Tri - ni - ty!

—— -~
e —aad

e —
o e

In Christ There Is No East or West
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